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Meeting has been organized as a round table where the participants presented their opinions on the Network further development and current state. The main topics included the establishment of collaboration in research and education, as well as a planning of future events.

10:00
Alex Kochetov (Novosibirsk State University, IC&G, Novosibirsk, Russia)


Opening
10:05
Ralf Hofestädt (Bielefeld University)



German/Russian Network: current state & future

10:20
Nikolay Kolchanov (Institute of Cytology and Genetics, Novosibirsk)

Collaboration: new opportunities and perspectives

10:30
Olga Krebs (EML Research gGmbH, Heidelberg, Germany)

Brief presentation of EML bioinformatics facilities: fields of interest & collaboration scheme

10:50
Falk Shreiber (IPK, Gatersleben, Germany)

Brief presentation of IPK Bioinformatics groups and the fields of potential interests in joint research

11:10
Luciano Milanesi (Institute of Biomedical Technologies, Milano, Italy)


ItalBioNet: Presentation of Italian Bioinformatics Network

11:30-13:00

Future of the network ( open discussion )

Main points of the discussion.

1. Education in bioinformatics and systems biology (including distant education & e-learning) is an important part of the Network activities. Prof. Dr. Ralf Hofestaedt informed the participants about the results of submission of joint PEOPLES FP7 proposal: Despite the proposal has been ranked very high it was not supported because of a single weak position, namely, the absence of a strong industrial partner. The participants decided to find an appropriate partner(s) and re-submit the proposal. In particular, Prof. Dr. Falk Shreiber proposed to ask for partnership the innovation biotechnological companies associated with IPK research facilities.
Another point of discussion was a preparation of leaning materials in systems biology & bioinformatics. Prof. Dr. Nikolay Kolchanov presented new handbook on bionformatics (in russian, currently the first volume (of six) is in press and will be published at the end of this year) developed by jointly IC&G and NSU. The participants considered an opportunity of the development of international handbook (in English) and, probably, an educational Internet portal (Internet-Encyclopedia) presenting educational and leaning materials in this field. Prof. Dr. Ralf Hofestaedt also proposed to communicate with some publishing houses (e.g., Shpringer) which can provide translation of the handbook to English language.

Prof. Dr. Kolchanov also proposed to organize under the aegis of the German/Russian Network of Bioinformatics a school for young researchers. He noted that the BGRS'2008 International Summer School for Young Scientists "Evolution, Systems Biology and High Performance Computing Bioinformatics" is an example of a well-organized educational event and specially aknowledged the sponsor’s support of the Klaus Tschira Foundation gGmbH coming due to the Network members activity (Dr. Olga Krebs). Prof. Dr. Kolchanov also proposed to select the research topic presented by Prof. Dr. Hofestaedt «DNA-programming language of life?» as a subject of the next School. Russia (Altai region) has been preliminary selected as the place for the next school.
2. Prof. Dr. Hofestaedt announced the inclusion of German/Russian Network of Bioinformatics into the German/Russian Network in Biotechnology from 2008. This German/Russian Network in Biotechnology is supported by both federal governments. Our Network will be responsible for bioinformatics and computational systems biology in this larger-scale Network in Biotechnology. It should also be useful to use the new opportunities provided by the Network in Biotechnology for its members. For example, the Network may assist in creation of joint start up companies, organize a consultation with a lawyer – specialist in intellectual properties rights and international business cooperation. The next event of the German/Russian Network in Biotechnology will take place in Moscow at October, 1 as a Meeting in the frame of EU-Russia FP7 Symposium. German/Russian Network in Bioinformatics will be provided with about 2 hours for presentations and reports.

3. Prof. Dr. Nikolay Kolchanov proposed to consider the problem of the extension of German/Russian Network of Bioinformatics and Computational Systems Biology. Currently the members of our Network communicate to (and work jointly with) the bioinformaticians from other EU countries (Prof. Milanesi and Dr. Arrigo (Italy), Dr. Rawlings and Dr. Hodgman (Great Britain), and others). It would be interest for all the participants to make such a collaboration more formal. However, an extension of German/Russian Network of Bioinformatics may not be done since this Network has already been officially recognized. Prof. Dr. Kolchanov proposed to arrange a new informal network of higher order, e.g.: “European-Russian Open Network in Computational Systems Biology”, or “Eu-Russian Open Network in Informational Biology”. In this case, German/Russian Network in Bioinformatics would be a node of this European-Russian Network and other bilateral Networks could be arranged (e.g., Italian-Russian). Prof. Hofestaedt and Prof. Milanesi supported this idea and proposed all the participants to think about the name of the new Network.

Prof. Milanesi presented the Italian Network of Bioinformatics containing 5 nodes and 31 research groups and briefly described some research and infrstructural projects. He attracted an attention of the participants to the importance of: (a) organization of formal inter-national networks providing the flexible and efficient frames for submission of joint projects; (b) careful selection of the research topics for joint projects. The subjects of joint projects in our case should belong to the list of EU priorities and clearly demonstrate the benefits provided by the projects participants. Prof. Milanesi proposed to prepare some drafts of the projects until September to have an opportunity to present (and discuss) them on the EU-Russian Meeting at October, 1st. This might be the first step of the projects promotion.
4. Prof. Dr. Falk Shreiber proposed to arrange the next Meeting of the German/Russian Network of Bioinformatics and Computational Systems Biology in Gatersleben on the base of Leibniz Institute of Plant Genetics and Crop Plant Research Center (IPK). Prof. Hoferstaedt noted that the Network has two strong research centers specialized in plant science (IPK and Rothamsted Research) that facilities joint research in plant bioinformatics. He also pointed out that the next Network Meeting would take place from 20th to 22th August 2008 at Leucorea, Lutherstadt Wittenberg, Germany during the International Symposium on Integrative Bioinformatics. IPK is one of organizers of this event.

5. Dr. Olga Krebs proposed to start joint research in the frame of bilateral initiative projects. The participants from IC&G proposed to organize a special seminar at July, 1 to discuss the potential research projects with EML.




























