Protocol

Forth meeting of the German/Russian Virtual Network of Bioinformatics for “Computational Systems Biology”

July 19, 2006
Novosibirsk, Russia 
Introduction

Forth meeting of the Network has occurred as a satellite event parallel to the Fifth International Conference on Bioinformatics of Genome Regulation and Structure (Novosibirsk, July 16-22).
Program 

Meeting has been organized as a round table where the participants presented their opinions on the Network further development. The main topics included the collaboration in education (and distant education), collaboration in research projects and Russia/EU bioinformatic platform in plant biotechnology.

Brief summary discussion.

1. Distant education is an important part of the Network activities. The participants will continue discussion to define the parameters of learning of russian students/postgraduates in german universities and vice versa. The participants agree to prepare the memorandum of Understandings where their positions in this field will be presented. The participants agree to organize the Distant Education Graduate School. Special group of the Network members will deal with the organization problems.
2. Concerning the Network financial support, an opportunity of cooperation between the Ministerium für Innovation, Wissenschaft, Forschung und Technologie des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen and Siberian Division of Russian Academy of Sciences will be discussed. The next Meeting of the Network will (preliminary) take place in Bielefeld, Germany, October 9-10.

3. Prof. Dr. Hofestaedt will present the Network proposals of bioinformatic platform for plant biotechnology (7th EU Framework Program «Plants for Future»).
Participants and brief summary of their talks and proposals

Prof. Kolchanov proposed to continue step-by-step discussion on the distant education. Probably, on the first stage of the process collaborating universities may exchange a small group of master or postgraduate students for a period of one – two months which may be appropriate to take several special courses. 

Prof. Hofestädt (Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany) made a review of funding opportunities which may be used to support research projects and visits between Russian and German universities and research institutes. Probable fields of participation of the Network-associated institutes in the 7th EU Framework Program were discussed. 

Prof. Grosse (IPK, Gatersleben, Germany) briefly introduced the facilities of plant biotechnology centre located in Gatersleben. Some variants of collaborative research projects with ICG group in plant bioinformatics and biotechnology were discussed (prediction of transcription factors binding sites, gene networks in phytohormone synthesis, collaboration in experimental plant biology). 

Prof. Lohmann (University Cologne, Cologne, Germany) presented information on the bioinformatic courses in University Cologne and CUBIC facilities.

Prof. Lavrentiev (Dean of Faculty of Information Technologies, Novosibirsk, Russia) supposed to prepare a Memorandum of Understanding where all the participants may present their positions in the distant education field. The distant learning process may be composed from two parts: distant education through Internet and short visits of students for training, tests, and exams.
Prof. Zagrebelny (Dean of Faculty of additional education, Novosibirsk, Russia) also supposed an idea of exchange by postgraduate students. 

Dr. Goncharov, Dr. Blinov, Dr. Salina and Prof. Dr. Pershina (ICG, Russia) presented their results and approaches in plant theoretical and experimental genetics and discussed the opportunities of collaborative research with german research institutes.

Dr. Omelyanchuk presented the gene networks in plant morphogenesis and phytohormone biosynthesis.

Prof. Arrigo (CNR Institute for Macromolecular Studies, Genova, Italy) and Prof. Milanesi (National Research Council – Institute of Biomedical Technology, Italy) discussed an opportunities of participation in collaborative research and educational projects.




























