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Top 0

Protocol – Moscow meeting March 2005

Prof. Hofestädt reported about the phone calls and various discussions with the German Ministry of Science and Education (BMBF) and the local government held after March 2005. The key result is that the BMBF will try to open the next GABI call for German/Russian cooperation. The contact with Dr. Schaich from the German Foundation of Science (DFG) showed that the DFG is still open for new ideas to install a German/Russian Graduiertenkolleg (PhD School). Since March 2005 the DFG could not come to a final discussion about this new program. Prof. Skryabin reported that he got in contact with Dr. Schaich and that he presented him the key ideas of the distant education program, which was discussed in Moscow. Prof. Hofestädt reported about the communication and strong support of the local government (Mr. Görtz). The participants thanked the local government for the financial support of this meeting.

Top 1 

Formation of the German/Russian Network for 

“Computational Systems Biology”

The participants discussed the name of the network. They agreed to call the network “Computational Systems Biology”. The formation of the network, “Computational Systems Biology” was decided unambiguously. Prof. Kolchanov mentioned that the three Russian partners just started a new Bioinformatics project supported by the Russian Ministry of Science. This project will be used as the start-point for this cooperation from the side of the Russian partners. 

Top 2 

Structure and Goals of the Network

Partners of the network are: 

Bielefeld University, Bielefeld, Germany,

University Cologne, Cologne, Germany,

Centre for Bioengineering, Russian Academy of Science, Moscow, Russia,

Institute of Cytology and Genetics, Siberian Branch of Russian Academy of Science, Novosibirsk, Russia,

Novosibirsk State University, Novosibirsk, Russia,

Polytechnical University, St. Petersburg, Russia,

Institute of Physical-Chemical Medicine, Russian Academy of Medical Science, Moscow, Russia.

Each partner of the network is represented by:

Prof. Dr. Hofestädt (Bielefeld University, Bielefeld), 

Prof. Dr. Kolchanov (Institute of Cytology and Genetics SB RAS, Novosibirsk),
Prof.  Dr. Mikhail Lavrentiev (Novosibirsk State University, Novosibirsk),
Prof. Dr. Samsonova (Polytechnical University, St. Petersburg), 

Prof. Dr. Schomburg (University Cologne, Cologne), 

Prof. Dr. Skryabin (Centre for Bioengineering RAS, Moscow),

Prof. Dr. Govorun (Institute of Physical-Chemical Medicine, RAMS, Moscow).

The main goals of the network are:

1. Research
The interlinking research topic is “Analysis and simulation of biomolecular systems and processes”. The main goal of this cooperation is knowledge transfer and the initiation of bilateral projects. 

2. Distant Education
Consider the various opportunities of cooperation especially to develop one of the key features, distant education program by exchange of scientists and students, e-learning, courses which will offer specific certifications or credit points, seminars, workshops and summer schools.

3. Selection – student 
Implementation of e-testing tools for the selection of students.
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Figure: Structure and goals of the network.

Prof. Kolchanov and Prof. Skryabin reported that distant education is one important topic of their new Bioinformatics project in Russia. Therefore, both of them will prepare a proposal of this idea, which will be sent to the partners via email.

Top 3

Further activities of the network

To reach the goals of the network the following steps have been defined:

1. For the establishment of the network each partner needs a co-worker, (1/2 position scientist) who will be responsible for the development and coordination of the network. The partners from St. Petersburg, Novosibirsk and Moscow mentioned that they will establish this position during January 2006 based on the resources of the new bioinformatics project. The German partners have to write a proposal to the local Ministry of Science to install these positions not later than March 2006.

2. The next meeting of the network will take place in Germany (Bielefeld or Cologne) during March 2006 where the topics of the bilateral projects are to be formulated.

3. The fourth meeting of the network will take place in Novosibirsk. This will be the satellite workshop of the forthcoming BRGS conference to be held in July 2006, Novosibirsk

Top 4
Financial support for bilateral research projects and distant education

For the planned bilateral projects financial support from different foundations can be required in the future (DFG, BMBF, Russian foundation of science and Russian Ministry of Science) based on a specific cooperation contract between the two countries. Foundations like VW or EMBO are also useful. For exchange of students and scientists grants from DAAD, Marie Curie and INTAS are also available.

Top 5

Presentation of the expertise of each partner

Based on the oral presentations of the common interests and activities of all partners the scientific profile of the network was discussed. The presented results showed that each partner has the necessary prerequisites for collaboration. To focus to the topic of an EU proposal for the 7th Framework the partner from Novosibirsk and Moscow presented actual results of an ongoing Arabidopsis project. The Partners then decided that each party will prepare till the end of the year, a report on the expertise and kernels for the collaboration in the frames of the network. 
Top 6

Discussion of the EU proposal 

As a result of the discussions the partners focussed to the following topics: 

Crop and forestry Bioinformation platform for the improvement of:



Pathogen resistance,



New materials and

 


Quality improvement.

The list of potential EU partners was discussed and fixed:

Montagu (Belgium, come in contact: KS), Caboche (France, KS), Legocki (Poland, KS), Dudits (Hungary, KS), Marshall (UK, JK), Throntom (UK, JK), Saarma (Fin, KS), Mewes (Germany, DS), Strittmater (LA), Selbig (MPI, LA), Partner from Sweden (KS), Partner from Norway (RH), Milanesi (Italy, MS), Romano (Italy, MS) and Stiekema (Holland, OS). 

To come in contact with these partners a mission statement will be written by L. Altschmidt and Jakob Koehler (see appendix B). Based on the individual discussions with these partners, the next meeting to prepare this proposal will be held in May 2006 in Moscow. The next Moscow meeting will be a satellite meeting of the so called Moscow/Düsseldorf Technology Bridge, which will take place between May 21 to May 24, 2006.

Top 7

Discussion of the results with Mr. Görtz

The results of the workshop were appreciated by Mr. Görtz. He agreed to support the ideas and results of this meeting. Moreover, he agreed to write a support letter for the Russian partners so that they can come in contact with their Ministry of Science. Mr. Görtz suggested building the EU consortium as soon as possible. After fixing and describing the kernel of this proposal he would like to inform Mr. Pattermann about this German/Russian activity. Moreover, he would like to invite Mr. Patermann for the planned workshop in Moscow, which will take place during the event of the Moscow/Düsseldorf Technology Bridge.

Bielefeld, Germany
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